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May 5, 2017 

Muriel Bowser, Mayor 
Government of the District of Columbia 
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington DC 20004 

Antwan Wilson 
Chancellor, District of Columbia Public Schools 
1200 First St., NE 
Washington, DC 20002 

Dear Mayor Bowser and Chancellor Wilson, 

Office: (202) 724-8062 
Fax: (202) 724-8118 

mcheh@dccouncil.us 
www.marycheh.com 

It has come to my attention that three guidance counselors have been let go from 
Wilson High School as a direct result of cuts to the school's budget for the upcoming 
school year. The impact that losing these three counselors and the guidance that they 
provide to students will be immeasurable. 

As you know, high school guidance counselors are an integral part of the college 
application process, not only assisting students in gathering application materials, 
polishing personal statements, and keeping to application deadlines, but helping 
students develop their post-graduation plans. Fewer counselors on staff means 
Wilson students will have less access to other counselors and their support, directly 
affecting the quality of their applications, where they get into college, and causing 
effects that may reverberate in their long term plans. 

At the Committee on Education's budget oversight hearing for DCPS, Chancellor 
Wilson testified that cuts to school budgets throughout the District should not affect 
services at schools. When I pressed him about the anticipated impact of the proposed 
cut of 8.8 staff at Wilson, the Chancellor told me that Wilson had received the funding 
that it needed. Apparently not. 

I am writing today to ask you to consider ways to keep these three counselors on staff 
at Wilson. I have been told that the loss of the school's 12th grade counselor Diana 
Blitz will have a particularly devastating impact on students. It is essential that steps 



are taken immediately to prevent harm to Wilson students by the loss of these three 
counselors. We must act now, while there is still a chance to do so. 

Regards, 

MaryM. Cheh 

Cc: Councilmember David Grosso 
Cc: Principal Kimberley J. Martin 
Cc: State Board of Education Ward 3 Member Ruth Wattenberg 


