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First Mayoral debate on education!
March 23, 6:30PM!
The first Mayoral forum on education will take place next Wednesday, March
23rd, 6:30PM. It’s sponsored by DECC (DC Education Coalition for Change, a
coalition of parents, educators, students and concerned community members).
So far, all Democratic mayoral candidates have confirmed except for the Mayor.
Forum organizers are hopeful that with strong sign-ups, the Mayor will agree to
join. So join what I know will be a great debate—and, add your voice to others
encouraging the Mayor to join as well! RSVP here.

Council Hearing on education budget (More info below):
March 28, 9AM. Sign up here.
Council Hearing on FUN March 30, 9-12 pm
(Fairness in Use and Negotiation for Recreational Property)

Prevent give-aways of Public buildings and fields!
This is a needed hearing that will allow the Council to consider adopting a law
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schools and fields. This will protect us from future mayoral decisions to sell and
lease public buildings and fields that are needed by the community without
notice or input. This is what happened with the leasing away of the Old Hardy
school, which was needed by the local community for an elementary school,
and the Jelleff field which was regularly used by Hardy students. If you’re
interested in testifying, reach out to ANC Commissioner Elizabeth Miller for
background/talking points.Sign up to testify here.

New High School!!!
A New High School!!!

The just-released budget proposal from the Mayor calls for a
new high school to be placed in the old Georgetown Day School (GDS)
primary school that was purchased by DC in 2020. Whoo-hoo!!!!!
For a quick understanding of the overcrowding that has existed in the
Wilson feeder pattern for over a decade, see this 2019 report from the
Ward 3-Wilson Feeder Education Network (W3EN).
Some quick facts:
The new high school will serve 1000 students. Roughly half of the
seats will be for Hardy Middle School students and half will be
available to students across the city, with a preference for
students defined as at-risk.
The school is scheduled to open for the 2023-24 school year.
DCPS process calls for creating a local advisory group to engage
with DCPS to plan the details of the school.
For more info, see this article.
The purchase of the GDS building in 2020 followed years of
advocacy for more school space led by the Ward 3-Wilson Education
Network (W3EN), Councilmember Cheh and myself--and a burst of
advocacy in favor of purchasing this building, which was suddenly
available when the previous buyer backed out.
In response to a newsletter in which I encouraged constituents to
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them to purchase the building, Ward 3/Wilson parents and residents
responded with a HUGE email storm. Along with strong advocacy
from CM Mary Cheh’s office, the message was heard and the Mayor’s
office announced that they planned to purchase it! A subsequent
effort
to
block
the
sale at
the
Counci
l was
defeate
d,
thanks
to Cou
ncilme
mbers
Mary
Cheh,
Phil
Mende
lson,
Robert
White,
Elissa
Silver
man,
Anita
Bonds,
Brianne Nadeau, Charles Allen, Brooke Pinto, Vince Gray and
former CM Brandon Todd! Once purchased, DCPS conducted a

multi-month engagement with a Community Working Group that
discussed options for the building’s use and the tradeoffs of
each. Click here for options, findings, and recommendations from
these discussions.
The budget for refurbishing the GDS building along
with plans for an expansion of Stoddert and the proposed
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the Council’s Education budget hearing on March 28.
For more on the campaign to purchase GDS for use by DC
Public Schools, you can click here for the newsletter posts above “GDS
campus back up for purchase” and “GDS purchase endangered.”

It's Budget Season!
Budget hearing on March 28
It’s budget time at the DC Council! The hearing on the education budget
will be held on Monday, March 28. This is an opportunity to let the Council know
Residents can raise issues around the proposed education budget, school
budgets, building and facilities investments, and the new budget model being
used by DC Public Schools. It’s also the right place to raise issues around how
to strengthen teacher retention, address our severe substitute shortage,
support students in special education and with dyslexia reading
weaknesses. If you’d like to testify, click here.

Most school budgets stable for one year, followed by steep
funding cliff
DCPS has released its school budgets for the year. Reports are that
most schools, including those in Ward 3, are slated to receive sufficient funding
to maintain their staff and programs for next school year. But, for Deal, most
W3 elementary schools and many schools around the city, this year’s stability—
which is financed mainly through one-time funding (much thanks to federal
COVID relief)—will be followed by major staff cuts next fiscal year (school year
23-24). It appears that these future costs are the result of a new DCPS budget
model. The new model and the apparent funding cliff will surely be a major
topic at the budget hearing.

Wilson budget UP, finally!!!!
In a big change for the good: Wilson HS (whose name change to JacksonReed just became law) which has been slated for so many cuts over the years,
is slated for a substantial, badly needed increase. And, it appears that Wilson’s
new funding is not subject to the same funding cliff as other schools. This is
great news!
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The State Board of Education added its voice to those of others to support
funding for a strong literacy effort to assure all of our schools have trained
reading specialists who can make sure all students are screened and, if
needed, provided necessary, timely intervention; school based
supports, including funding for school-based mental health and teacher
retention efforts, and much more. Click here to see the letter.

What are your budget priorities

Survey for Students on
health/safety!!!!!
The State Board of Education has a
terrific, active, engaged Student Advisory
Committee. It is taking an increasingly
active role in engaging city students and
bringing their views to our State Board
discussions. They are distributing this
survey, mainly on safety and health
issues. Please encourage your students
to complete it!

Student Thinking of a Gap Year?
Check out Americorps!
Thinking of taking a gap year? Consider a service year with
@AmeriCorpsNCCC! @AmeriCorps members in the NCCC program get the
opportunity to travel the country with their basic expenses covered, create
lifelong friendships, gain valuable leadership skills, and make an impact while
working on various national and community service projects.
Learn more about upcoming opportunities to serve as an #AmeriCorps member
https://mailchi.mp/dc/new-high-school-school-budgets-stability-funding-cliff-budget-hearings-student-survey
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I had a great time meeting with parents at
PAVE!
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Speaking with parents at theBudget Forum sponsored by PAVE (Parents
Amplifying Voices in Education.

As always, if you have thoughts on the above or other
suggestions, feel free to email me, ruth4schools@yahoo.com.
Please Circulate...on your school websites and in other forums...
Please follow me @ruth4schools for the most up to date news!
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