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ReOpening schools; Virtual Learning requires devices for
all; Once in a generation opportunity to purchase school
building & relieve major crowding; Helping our city

To join my email list, please email me at ruth4schools@yahoo.com. 
Follow me @ruth4schools. Please Circulate!

 

Reopening Schools....
 

1. The State of Play: Decision delayed until July 31  
 

     DC Public Schools (DCPS) have not yet announced their final plan for how school will
look on opening day, which is currently scheduled for August 31. But, at her press
conference last week, the mayor did announce that the looks like DCPS will give families
that want it an all-virtual option, even if schools also offer a hybrid or other program as
well. 
      A final decision about the fall plan had been expected at the press conference, with leaks
indicating that the proposal would be for schools to open on a hybrid basis, with students
attending face-to-face (F2F) twice a week and learning virtually the rest of the week. But in
recent weeks, concerns about F2F school have been raised by teachers and parents. At a
State Board of Education meeting Wednesday night that ran until nearly midnight, some
40 DC residents testified about a slew of re-opening concerns. Plus, in the last week, the
Montgomery, Prince George’s and Arlington school districts all announced that their
schools will not re-open physically this fall; Fairfax announced they would offer both an all-
virtual and a hybrid option.  
       The growing momentum against requiring students and teachers to attend physically
likely gave the Mayor pause. (For background on some of the health and safety concerns,
see these recommendations for school re-opening issued last spring by the Mayor's
Reopening Schools Advisory Committee and this Phase 2 Guidance for schools from the
Department of Health.) 
_______________

2. No time for One-Size-Fits-All
 

     I know that among both teachers and parents, there are serious concerns about a
physical return to schools, especially as local Covid cases seem to be increasing again—and
because there has been so little discussion with parents, teachers or principals, leaving

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

http://ruth4schools@yahoo.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rkyn0uGSMzg
https://coronavirus.dc.gov/sites/default/files/u65602/01.%20Education%20and%20Childcare%20Summary.pdf
https://coronavirus.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/coronavirus/page_content/attachments/COVID-19_DC_Health_Guidance_For-Schools-Reopening_2020.06.16_FINAL%5B1%5D.pdfin-school
http://eepurl.com/dfRbw1
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=85e8942e231fcdcbd415443fa&id=60250198b9
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=85e8942e231fcdcbd415443fa&id=60250198b9
javascript:;


3/12/22, 3:43 PM School Reopening; Devices4All; GDS for sale!

https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?u=85e8942e231fcdcbd415443fa&id=615e9064a7 2/6

them concerned that basic safety issues, well-understood by those in the school, may have
been overlooked.   
     I also know there are many families and teachers who would much prefer to have their
children back in school, provided health and safety conditions can be met. For some
families, it is essential that their children, especially those of elementary age, have a safe
place to go each day, because the adults need to work. For families of children with various
disabilities, the loss of in-person school last spring often meant students didn’t get needed
services and are falling ever further behind.  
     This is not a time for one-size-fits-all. Different families, students, and teachers need—
and prefer--different things. One thing that is clear to me: There must be an all-
virtual option available to all students and staff. There are too many families
where one or more individuals have health conditions that make them vulnerable to
Covid. Beyond that, insofar as the school system can offer different options, it
should do so.   
     Among the intriguing and potentially viable options that I’ve been hearing about from
residents who testified, my State Board colleagues, and others:

Insofar as any students return to physical school, let’s bring in the youngest students
first.  They are less vulnerable to the virus, most in need of a safe, supervised setting,
least able to benefit educationally from online learning, and least able to maintain
social relationships outside-of-school.
Likewise, online learning was typically unproductive for students with disabilities.
Those SWD who are comfortable attending physical school, should also be
prioritized for F2F school.  
If needed, use middle and high school buildings in addition to elementary schools, to
create extra room for these priority students to attend school with adequate social
distancing. 
Insofar as school can’t open, for students who need supervision during the day, open
public spaces (libraries, for example) up, bring in adults to supervise, allow young
students to “attend” these spaces and do their virtual schoolwork there (if possible, it
would be great to bring in educators to these spaces who can provide coaching and
support on the academic). 
Provide an outdoor education option, in which adjacent streets or parks are shut
down for students. The outdoors, combined with social distancing, appears to be the
safest environment during the pandemic—and outdoors education has a long history
that can be drawn on.  For more info on outdoor education, see this collection of
resources assembled by EmpowerEd, a DC teachers' organization. You can also take
this survey.
_____________________________

3. Tell me what you think:

1. If you had a choice, would you prefer that your children attend school this fall
online; hybrid; or, full-time at a brick and mortar school?  

2. Are you currently feeling confident that if you send your child(ren) back to physical
school, he/she/they will be safe?  

3. If no all-virtual option is available, will you send your child back to physical school for a hybrid
schedule?
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4. If you would not send your child back to physical school at this point, are there
particular questions that could be answered or assurances that could be made that
would make you much more confident?

5. Are you interested in an outdoor education option?
6. If schools remain physically closed or operate on a hybrid basis, do you need a safe,

supervised daytime space for your child to attend?

Access the survey and Email it to me here: ruth4schools@yahoo.com
______________________________

Tell the DC Council:
All students need devices-and they don't have
them! 
     We don't know for sure how and where our children will attend school. We do know
that, one way or another, some or all students will be learning virtually, at least part of the
time. 
      I give extraordinary kudos to all the educators and central office folks who worked so
hard to turn on a dime and provide education virtually last spring. In some cases, it worked
very well and, in almost all cases, the experience improved over time as kinks got worked
out. Still--and, unsurprisingly, given the fast turn-around--it was educationally disastrous
for many students, a good number of whom had no devices and/or wi-fi and barely or
never checked into school. In many cases, it was difficult on families, as parents tried to do
their jobs and oversee schoolwork--and, as children shared/borrowed devices, worked on
multiple platforms, experienced tech problems, etc. 
      This coming year must be better. Digital Equity in DC Education, a city-wide parent
advocacy group, has evaluated the shortage of computers and asked the DC Council to
provide DCPS an additional $11million to accelerate DCPS’s “Empowered Learners
initiative” (ELi). Under ELi, DCPS was scheduled to reach the goal of a 1:1 student-device
ratio in 3 years. With the additional $11mi, every DCPS student could receive a DCPS-
issued computer (loaded with the DCPS software, apps, and protections) for distance
learning this year.   
     According to Digital Equity, these DCPS-issued computers are necessary to establish a
consistent technology floor for all students. Without them, thousands of students will still
have no devices, and those using/sharing home devices won’t have access to IT support,
will continue to struggle with incompatible platforms, and won’t benefit from the security
protections that are installed on DCPS computers.  Lessons will be unlearned, assignments
undone, and parents and teachers alike will be increasingly frustrated.  As DCPS works to
make virtual learning as strong as possible, these DCPS-issued devices are a necessary
bridge between at-home and in-school learning that will allow next year’s hybrid learning
experience to be successful 
     For this to happen, the DC Council must provide an additional $11m to
DCPS. The Council will take a final vote on next year's budget in two days, on
Tuesday July 21.  
     Apparently, the mayor does not support this budget addition; according to her recent
newsletter (July 17), the city only plans to provide devices to 40% of the city’s children. In
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line with this view, when DCPS Chancellor Lewis Ferebee testified before the Council's
Education Committee and its Committee of the Whole on June 10, he told Council
Chairman Mendelson that DCPS already had “enough technology to meet the
needs."  There’s clearly a disconnect.  As Kent Withycombe of the Washington Lawyers
Committee said in the same WUSA story, “We’ve heard from people from Kelly Miller
(Middle School) that about 170 students got DCPS computers, they had to scramble to get
65 more, but they have 572 students there."  

For more info on Digital Equity questions, email DigitalEquityDC@gmail.com or tweet
them @DigitalEquityDC 

The council will be voting on the budget this Tuesday.  Please consider
sending your Council members an email urging them to provide the funding
needed to assure that every student has a device.  
PMENDELSON@DCCOUNCIL.US 
dgrosso@dccouncil.us 
rwhite@dccouncil.us 
 abonds@dccouncil.us; 
 esilverman@dccouncil.us; 
 bnadeau@dccouncil.us; 
 bpinto@dccouncil.us; 
 MCheh@DCCOUNCIL.US; 
  btodd@dccouncil.us; 
 kmcduffie@dccouncil.us; 
 CAllen@DCCOUNCIL.US; 
 vgray@dccouncil.us; 
 twhite@dccouncil.us 
_______________________

A better, cheaper solution to long-ignored
school overcrowding
GDS campus back up for purchase!
     Back Story: Every DC Public school in the Wilson HS feeder area is projected to be
overcrowded within the next 5-7 years.  Ten of 15 schools are already at 100% capacity or
beyond! Most of the elementaries have already had to curtail their pre-k 4 programs;
none in Ward 3 offer prek3. All of this is outlined in this 2019 report from
DCPS, developed in collaboration with the Wilson Feeder school community. Further,
according to DC's official Master Facilities Plan, schools in the Wilson Feeder pattern will
add around 3200 students by the 2027-28 school year. Figuring out how to provide this
many seats is a huge challenge, one that has been constantly put off.  No single solution
will meet the challenge. This spring, after years of delay, the mayor proposed in her
budget to build a new school on the public fields next to the Old Hardy School for
$56 million. But now, a much better--and cheaper!--option has arisen! 

An existing school building/campus in the area is now for sale!  
Georgetown Day School has put its lower school building up for sale! The building
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originally went on the market about two years ago, in anticipation of to GDS's plan
consolidate that school with its secondary school in Tenleytown. DCPS missed out on
buying it then, to the disappointment and dismay of the school community, which was well
aware of the ever-worsening crowding issue. But, apparently, the original deal fell
through, and it's on the market!!! Cost: $48m. This is a much better deal
than building a new school on an existing field! 

Its initial cost is $8m less than the new school proposed in the Mayor's budget. 
The costs won’t run up further--the way they typically do on school building
projects! 
This building has far more building/land capacity.
This building doesn’t require gutting a much-used, much-needed public field. 

A once-in a generation opportunity!    
    DC—Let’s buy it! It can replace the need for building the new elementary school… It
could serve as the larger middle school that the area needs… It can be what the DCPS
community needs it to be.  But the city needs to make the purchase! My understanding is
that the sales agents for GDS are hoping and expecting to have a contract lined up by no
later than early August.  
It is my understanding that DCPS is looking at it. I know that W3 Council Member Mary
Cheh is on the case and has already reached out to Council Chairman Mendelson and
others.   
       So: Mayor Bowser, Chairman Mendelson, DC Council—Please get that
contract done! It will solve a problem, save a field, and save lots of public dollars. It's a
once in a generation opportunity! 
Email Deputy Mayor of Education: Paul.Kihn@dc.gov and Council Chairman
Phil Mendelson: pmendelson@dccouncil.us, urging them to move quickly to
purchase this building. 
_________________________

Helping out our city:
         Since the pandemic hit us 4 months ago, I have been highlighting organizations that
are providing urgent services to our city's children and families--and need our
contributions. As we head into a 5th month of pandemic, please consider these
organizations that I described in previous issues.

_______________

From last issues:
Through Ward 3 Mutual Aid, you can volunteer to run errands and deliver groceries to those

who can't go out, and contributions will support grocery runs in Ward 3 and around the

city. Click here to contribute to Ward 3 Mutual Aid or volunteer.
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                                     .  
   
Horton's Kids provides academic and social support to students in the Wellington
neighborhood in Ward 8. The group is serving children this during the pandemic, with
meals, social services, and summer educational programs. 
   

                 
__________________________________ 
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