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Weigh in on revisions to Social Studies standards
and new name for Wilson High School 

Please circulate. Contact me at ruth4schools@yahoo.com. Follow
me @ruth4schools.

Revisions to social studies standards

     One of the State Board of Education's critical functions is to create and revise
DC's learning standards, which set forth what DC's roughly 95,000 students
should learn in school. This year, the State Board began a process to
update DC's social studies standards, which are among the oldest in the
country, not having been updated since 2006. The initial work of the revision is
being undertaken by the Board's Social Studies Standards Advisory Committee
(SSSAC), chaired by Jessica Sutter, Ward 6 Member of the State Board.  The
Committee has drafted a set of Guiding Principles on which it is seeking public
comment. The State Board will vote on these Principles in December and then
transmit them to the Office of the State Superintendent of Education
(OSSE), which will then use them to draft revisions to the standards.   

Please contribute your comments here  
 

The 10-day public comment period is open through Monday,
November 30, 2020. Please share the below link with your school’s
teachers, students, and families.

If you have any questions about the State Board of Education or our work, please feel free to contact me,

ruth4schools@yahoo.com. If you have a specific question about the social studies standards revision

process, please contact Alex Jue at Alexander.Jue@dc.gov. For more general questions on the Board or its

work, please feel free to contact me at ruth.wattenberg@dc.gov.
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Renaming Wilson High School 
Time to vote on the finalists for a new name!

    The DC Council and the Mayor have determined, based on broad public
desire, that the name of Woodrow Wilson High School will be
changed. Following a period in which members of the public could nominate
new names for the school, DCPS has chosen a list of finalists for the new name.  

vote here for your choice: 

From the DCPS website, these are the biographies of nominated
names: 

1. August Wilson (1945 – 2005) - Mr. Wilson was a playwright who
chronicled the African American experience in the 20th century through
his plays. Among the numerous honors and awards that he received for
his work are the Pulitzer Prize for Drama and Tony Award for Best Play
for “Fences”, and the Pulitzer Prize for Drama for “Piano Lesson”.

2. Edna B. Jackson (1911 - 2004) – Ms. Jackson was a DC native and
educator. Possibly known best for being the first black teacher at Wilson
HS, she also taught at Cardozo HS and volunteered at River Terrace
Community School upon her retirement.

3. Hilda Mason (1916 – 2007) - As a member of the DC Statehood Party,
Ms. Mason was an advocate for DC statehood and served as an at-large
member of the DC Council for 22 years. She was also an educator who
held roles in the District as a teacher and assistant principal.

4. Marion Barry (1936 – 2014) – Mr. Barry served two stints totaling 16
years as the Mayor of the District of Columbia, and two stints as the Ward
8 Representative on the DC Council totaling 12 years. Prior to his political
career in the District, he was involved in the civil rights movement,
serving as the first chairman of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee (SNCC).

5. Northwest – This is the quadrant of the city where the school sits. DCPS
has other schools named for areas of the city, for example Brightwood EC,
Capitol Hill Montessori EC, and Eastern HS. A number of individuals
submitting nominations expressed that in naming the school for a
location as opposed to an individual, we would be more likely to avoid
controversy in the future as an individual’s legacy could come into
question.

6. Vincent E. Reed (1928 – 2017) – Dr. Reed’s career in education saw
him hold a number of teaching and administrative roles. These include
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being the first black Principal of Wilson High School, Superintendent of
DC Public Schools, and Assistant Secretary for Elementary and Secondary
Education at the US Department of Education. He also served as the
Washington Post’s vice president for communications.

7. William Syphax (1825 – 1891) – Mr. Syphax served as the first
President of the Board of Trustees of Colored Schools of Washington and
Georgetown. He was involved in the creation of the Preparatory High
School for Colored Youth which became Dunbar HS, as well as the
Lincoln, Stevens, and Sumner Schools that were the first African
American schools considered equally designed to those built for white
students. He was also active in movements for racial and civic
advancement and served as one of the founders of the Nineteenth Street
Baptist Church, where he served as a deacon for twenty years.

For more background, here's a letter from State Board of Education
members sent to DCPS Chancellor Ferebee last summer, and below is what I
wrote about it earlier this year, along with links to articles in about why I was
for changing the Wilson name. 

"Woodrow Wilson may have done some great things; in fact the esteemed
Woodrow Wilson Center is named after him due to his efforts in world affairs.
 But, his role here in Washington DC was not great.  Here in DC, he worked
systematically to demote and segregate DC's African-American civil servants,
who had built one of the country's few middle class communities of that time.
See here for an account of President Wilson's role in re-segregating DC. Due to
this specific history, a group of Ward 3 and DC residents is working to change
the school's name.  See here for a review of the community forum conducted
by The Wilson High School Diversity Task Force and the DC History and
Justice Collective last spring about changing the high school's name. See the
group's website here."  
 

Supporting Our City 
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                                     .  
    

Consider giving to Martha's Table for #GivingTuesday.

    As part of its adjustment to Covid, Martha's Table traded in its traditional
communal tables and its annual Community Harvest Dinner and
instead distributed 3,000 Grab and Go Thanksgiving meals!   
     Because of the pandemic and because other organizations have had to close
their doors, there is more ned than ever for Martha's Table. Among the ways
in which it is helping:

delivering groceries to up to 10,000 neighbors every week
$9000 in direct cash assistance to EACH of the 137 families in their
education programs to prevent financial crisis
Teachers supporting 100+ children and families with at-home learning.
225 warm meals very night on McKenna's Wagon to those experiencing
hunger or housing insecurity.  

To donate, click Martha's Table here. To visit their website for more
information, please click here. Click here to create your own fundraising
page for Martha's Table.

Thank you!!!!

____________________________________ 

Happy Thanksgiving to all!

Keep in touch
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As always, if you have thoughts on the above or other suggestions, feel

free to email me, ruth4schools@yahoo.com.  

Please Circulate...on your school websites and in other forums...  
 

Please follow me @ruth4schools for the most up to date news!
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